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The old adage that ‘every picture tells a story’ was not lost on the

editors of the boys’ comics. From the very early days of the ‘penny

dreadfuls’ their journals were packed with illustrations designed to

make the young reader wide-eyed with excitement.

Strong visual images were vital to attract the reader’s attention, and

the early publications were filled with handsome full-page

illustrations. Gradually, these gave way to the action packed comic

strips much-loved by the comic readers in the 1950s and 1960s. 

The genre endures.

This portfolio of 20 images endeavours to show how the comics evolved,

to demonstrate how styles and tastes changed while acknowledging all

the while the skill, precision and imagination of the draughtsmen

responsible.

In times of war governments were quick to realize the propaganda

value of the comics, with the portrayal of the atrocities perpetrated

by our enemies a stark contrast to the gallant deeds of ‘our boys’. In

peacetime they offered readers the vicarious thrills of the battlefield

and, ultimately, the triumph of good over evil.

The images here range from a Boys’ Friend cover, dated 31st March 1900,

to a Charley’s War strip from the Battle Annual in 1982, reflecting both

the changing illustrative styles and associated storylines. 

Enjoy them for the first time if you are not familiar with the war

comics; hopefully, some of the images within this portfolio will for some

re-awaken the days of childhood and bring back some happy memories. 

The images contained in the portfolio are available as limited edition prints
(maximum 50). For more information or to order visit www.remember66.com or contact

warcomicart@yahoo.com  
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